





think she has no credibility with the men listening to her and thus directed her remarks only to
women? Sad.

Comment by ECS — October 7, 2007 @ 5:53 pm

e The talk can be watched now at byu.tv and should be available online Thursday at 1ds.org. I'm
going to refrain from commenting much until i can read it, because my sense is that we are
latching on to a few isolated phrases and running with them, which isn’t fair to Sr. Beck.

Comment by Julie M. Smith — October 7, 2007 @ 5:57 pm

¢ Growing up in the church it has always been my desire to fulfill my existence as a daughter of
God as he would desire. Ideals surrounded me through those years and then in adulthood ideals
became realities. I often longed to have the ideals throughout my life, but I accept and embrace
the unexpected challenges... and work with them. I have tried to be cheerful through losses and
disappointments and inevitibly have found the silver lining. '

Ironically before I sat down to listen to conference this morning I was berating myself for my
inability to keep up on everything. Over the past several years I have had to prioritize and re-
prioritize again and again to make sure the basics could be accomplished. I did feel sad and cried
this morning — not because my house is not clean, but because the list of how I can provide the
ideal for my child is not quite being met. Do I feel guilty - yes, but it’s not a real guilt, not a guilt
of sin. It’s a motherly guilt of wanting to do more, be more and give the ideal to my child and my
family because I love them and they deserve it.

I do sustain Sister Beck and know that she is educating us on the ideal. Unfortunately many of us
already know what the ideal is and already know we give it our best each day and still seem to
fall short.

Comment by svr — October 7, 2007 @ 5:58 pm

o The implications Sister Beck intended today are extremely misguided. I can only hope most
members slept through her talk.

Comment by Neal Peters — October 7, 2007 @ 6:01 pm

e [s there some reason we can’t disagree with Sister Beck? Even if we acknowledge her as a
general authority (and it’s not clear to me that she is), there’s no reason that we can’t both accept
the thrust of her message (as people have on this thread) while rejecting some of its downfalls,
which seem obvious.

Comment by Steve Evans — October 7, 2007 @ 6.05 pm

o I am with you. I felt so disheartened and discouraged and sad during that talk. I’m hard enough
on myself, I don’t need more “shoulds” in my self-talk and more ways to beat myself up.



I suspect next General Conference we will get a talk on how we shouldn’t be so hard on
ourselves.

Comment by Suzanne Dunford — October 7, 2007 @ 6:08 pm

o [ thought Sister Beck was celebrating mothers in her talk. She’d probably feel awful if she
heard that her talk made mothers feel guilty while she was trying to celebrate them.

Maybe your own insecurities are affecting your perception of the talk. You are doing a great job
as mothers, and you should keep it up.

Comment by Bethylene — October 7, 2007 @ 6:09 pm

e “Would it be inappropriate to respond directly, write her a letter listing in detail the things I
find flawed and disappointing in her approach, or is that not sustaining my leaders?” '

It seems a little late to be worrying about that now. You’ve already put out a public blog post.
Why would a private letter be any worse? If there’s been any lack of “sustaining leaders” you’ve
already done it. A private letter isn’t going to change that equation much.

The only difference it might actually make is to make the RS leadership aware of fMh for the
first time and cause them to call for the swift excommunication of the lot of you unless you agree
to fold and sort your husbands’ underwear.

Note: I think the blog post is just fine, I didn’t like the talk, and I’m not sure that a letter is all
that bad an idea.

Comment by Seth R. — October 7, 2007 @ 6:09 pm
¢ Ditto what Julie said.

Ashley

—We learn that in D&C as well.” Where, exactly, does it say in the D&C to have a house of
order as it applies to housework? I’'m all for for housecleaning and having an orderly home and
having the spirit, etc—but don’t take the verse about establishing a house of order out of context.

Comment by mami — October 7, 2007 @ 6:09 pm

sfe sk ok e e ek ke

o fmhlLisa, I really appreciate your effort to think through what it is about the talk that you found
so disheartening. I’ve struggled with these kinds of talks for most of my life, and I’m still trying
to figure out why I walk away from them feeling so uncomfortable, so deeply out of sync with
the church~which I wholeheartedly assume is not the speaker’s intention!

Since I’m not a mother or a homemaker, for me personally it’s not my own failures in those
regards that weigh me down. I think it’s more the role itself that I feel shoehomed into. I almost



always listen to discussions of gender in church and feel profoundly erased. I feel invisible. It’s
easy to point to my childlessness, but I don’t think (for me anyway) that’s really it-I felt just as
erased and rendered invisible by these talks when I was a teenager.

For me it’s not a matter of not measuring up to the ideal. It’s a matter of feeling wholly outside
the ideal, of being completely unable to recognize myself in the feminine model such talks set
before me. I’m neither maternal nor sweet—and I don’t want to be. 1 found much of my
experience at the MTC stifling; I would never want to model the spiritual discussions in my
home (if there were any) on the MTC.

All my life I’ve had the same reactions to Proverbs 31, the virtuous woman more precious than
rubies who runs the house and farm and buys and sells and manages all the servants from dawn
til dusk so her husband can sit at the city gates and chat with the elders. My response has never
been a sense of failure at failing to be that woman—my response has always been a desire to have
a woman like that around so that I can get in on the interesting conversations at the city gates.

Is there room in this churchlfor a woman like me? Talks like this make me doubt it.

Comment by Eve — October 7, 2007 @ 6:26 pm

3 3k 3k 3 ok ok ok %k %k

Eve, this church is as much yours as President Becks. There is room so long as you stay and the
place you could fill does not close in your absence. I completely understand the angst, but yes,
yes, eternally yes: the church has room for you. And it doesn’t even have to be a room with pink
walls and floofy tablecloth or vase of ugly dried flowers and poorly-executed embroidery on the
panels. This is Christ’s church, he invited you in, you accepted and got baptized, and it’s as
much your home as anyone else’s. Anyone who thinks differently can march over here and arm-
wrestle me.

Comment by Janet — October 7, 2007 @ 6:39 pm

ok 3k ok ok ok ok 3k %k

o I think what really bothered me about this talk (and I am so glad I am not alone!) was the
“women who know will want children.” What I took from that is that if I was good and
righteous, then I would want a lot of children.

The problem? I am single, and the idea of getting married and having children is terrifying. And
I think that is okay. I think I would be worried if such a huge commitment didn’t scare me a
little. Will I get married? I hope so. Will I have children? I hope so. But excuse me if I don’t dive
right in like a kid in a cnady store.

The guilt I felt in hearing that talk wasn’t just about having a clean house or being a good mom
(wrong on both). It was the notion that I should feel guilty for not wanting both those things, like
my life list should be filled with goals for other people with no regard to my own desires and
gifts.



Comment by Melissa — October 7, 2007 @ 6:56 pm

3k ok 3k o ok 3k ok ok

e [ read this blog regularly but rarely comment. Many of those who seem upset with President
Beck’s words are already living in accordance with them. Give yourself some credit. [ 'am sure .
she would give it to you.

As a mother of three grown children and a professional, I appreciated President Beck’s talk.
Perhaps when you are in the middle of the fray of raising children or not yet in the fray, it is
easier to question her statement of priorities. I do not. The men were told this weekend that they
will never look back on their lives and wish they had spent more time at work. The same is true
for women. I work full time at paid, professional work that I believe is valuable. I am part of the
men’s “gossiping at the gate” culture. I have no illusions about which work is more important -
my work as an attomey or my work as a mother. No one can replace the influence I have on my
children, anyone can replace me at work. I do not believe that referring to a woman’s power and
influence at home is patronizing unless you believe the work you do at home really isn’t very
important. I personally think the virtuous woman has the more interesting role and the one that I
choose to make a priority in spite of my professional work and advanced education. What I
wonder is why feminists, and I consider myself one, cannot place more value on traditional
women’s roles and less on men’s traditional roles. In my opinion, every job in the world should
exist to make homes and families, however they are defined, strong and beautiful and inspiring -
like temples.

“Creating a climate for spiritual and temporal growth” can be done in a million different ways. I
loved her imagery of the woman in the poverty stricken country carefully preparing her children
to participate in ordinances and covenants. I did not see it as being about appearances, but about
reverence, time and priorities. How much time do we privileged North Americans spend getting
ready for and going to take the sacrament?

Magazines are published advocating a simpler life. Media and marketing focus on the
environment and what we can do to save it. The sexualization of women and girls is decried.
Materialism and consumerism create a vacuum of meaning in our lives. Applying President
Beck’s words in our lives would alleviate every one of these problems. They can be applied
regardless of our circumstances. I thought her emphasis was on priorities, not on how we
individually execute those priorities in our widely varying lives.

Comment by Michelle M. — October 7, 2007 @ 8:58 pm

3k ok 3k 3k ok ok o ok

o Ijust gotta laugh. My wife is the worst homemaker in the civilized world. I love her to death
and have no doubt that she’ll make an excellent mother someday, but if her worth as a daughter
of God is measured by her ability to keep house, I may as well cash in my temple recommend
and pick up a case of beer right now.



For my part, I'm much less offended by this talk than President Hinckley’s talk where he
rhetorically asked the men, “Can you imagine being married to a woman more educated than
you? That’s what they call ‘being unequally yoked’!” Yes, I know that it was meant as a spur for
the young men to get educated, but I still resented its implications.

Comment by Bro. Jones — October 7, 2007 @ 9:13 pm

% 3 ke ok ke ok ok

e First of all, I must say that President Beck impresses me. I have longed for a female religious
leader who speaks with strength, who tells us very firmly what needs to be done rather than
telling us how cool we are just for existing. President Beck commands attention. She was called
to her current position by inspiration from God, and is inspired by Him to guide the women of
the Church.

Having said that...after she finished her talk, I went in the bathroom and cried. I’'m a recently
wed student with a honeymoon child who, though we love her, was a “surprise”. My husband is
also still in school. We both have jobs outside our home. I spend most of my Saturdays working,
cooking meals in bulk, and trying to clean up the mess that has built up during the past week. My
apartment is almost always messy. After cooking, going to school, or taking care of my kid all
day, ’'m usually just too tired to do the dishes. I am not naturally inclined towards child rearing
or homemaking, but I try.

What [ heard President Beck say—and I’'m going to write her a polite letter asking for '
clarification—is that I need to rest less so I can do more. I’m tired and I’ve been sick twice in the
past six weeks. But my dishes still aren’t done, so why am I sitting down? I am human. Like she
said, I have limited energy. Though I believe that most of her talk was good and inspiring, I do
not believe I can do all the things she told me to do and still find time to sleep and be with my
husband. Add in school and my job, which I need, and I was left with a feeling of inadequacy
and hopelessness.

I’ve wanted a leader who would stop talking sugar and tell me what needs to be done. But I feel
like much of what President Beck said today was not doctrinally based. What scripture says that
the length of my boys’ hair, whether or not I cook, or my desire to have children has any bearing
on my adequacy as a Church member? Still, I have a hard time believing President Beck meant
quite what it sounded like she said, which is why I will politely ask her for further explanation.

Comment by Scorchd — October 7, 2007 @ 9:44 pm

% o o % ok ok

o [ actually liked the talk. Here’s why.

I liked the general gist of it. I like that she said we should teach our kids some homemaking

skills...because I think that’s common sense. My mom actually never taught me how to clean a
bathroom or anything...she just did it, and when i was on my own [ spent a lot of useless time



trying to figure out the most efficient, easy way to keep things clean. I am not a clean freak,
could care less about any of the perfect homemaking stuff.

I appreciated the encouragement to have kids. Here’s why. I live on the east coast. the messages |
am constantly receiving are that intelligent women don’t have more than two kids, tops, if any. I
am a college grad and blah blah and so I always get the guilt you don’t get in the mormon
communities...the guilt for staying home. What a waste of my talents, my brain. I told my
friends my husband and I were planning on having a third and they flat out told us we were crazy
and wrong. Wrong because the world is overcrowded, wrong because we would be depriving our
two older children of our time and love, wrong because a decent east coast upbringing is too
expensive to have three kids if you are going to do it right. And these are actually good people,
good friends. They don’t mean to be mean, they just really think this from the bottom of their
hearts. I appreciated Sis Beck just putting it on the line, it is right and good to have kids. I don’t
remember her saying a particular number, just to have kids. If you live in a predominantly
Momon community, you may not realize the pressure that some of us have. It was exactly what I
needed to hear. Also remember that one of Sis Beck’s counselors is not married and does not
have kids. I think that says a lot right there.

I also appreciated her example of the African women looking their best for church. There are so
many lazy women where I live when it comes to church attire. Granted, please do not
misunderstand, I have not worn pantyhose in 10 years. I am pointing out that where I live, many
women wear ripped and faded denim skirts with a t shirt and flip flops to sacrament mtg, I wish
we would remember where we are going on Sundays and try to look our best for Him. I tell my
daughters, you know, all He asks is one morning a week for us to wear our best. We have six and
a half days to wear flip flops and prettty much whatever we want. Once again, I don’t think you
have to wear heels to be wearing your best, just put a little effort into it.

I also liked where she said to conserve your time. Where I live, women are expected to be on
many different commitees, junior league, doing your social duty, etc. I took it as a reminder that
the most good I can do is with my children. And she was right, we are not babysitters. We are
leaders. We don’t get to clock out at five o’clock. If we are lucky, we have supportive husbands
who help us out. I do, I have a terrific husband who is a terrific husband. But many women
don’t. I know alot of them. They do everything....but that is another thread.

I think we can step it up a bit. Heaven knows I can. But I did not take this as a “you better be
supermom or you suck” talk. It definitely did not make me want to get the vacuum cleaner out.
But I will ask myself if I am doing my best each day. And they best might be....sitting on the
couch for an hour and reading a book, you know, me-time!!!

I appreciate someone who says what she thinks, as someone said above, without the spoonful of
sugar. I think that we should not be so easily offended. I have seen some real genuine feelings of
hurt with this talk, and that is fine, but I have seen some crazy inferences that I just cannot
believe were actually meant to be taken by this talk.

Just my opinion.

Comment by Amy — October 7, 2007 @ 10:42 pm



Document 14

The Girl in a Whirl
by ‘Dr. Sue’
(ak.a. Vickie Gunther)

Look at me, look at me, look at me now!
You could do what I do
If you only knew how.

I study the scriptures one hour each day;
I bake,

I upholster,

I scrub,

and I pray.

I always keep all the commandments
completely;

I speak to my little ones gently and sweetly.

I help in their classrooms!
I sew all they wear!

I drive them to practice!

I cut all their hair!

I memorize names of the General
Authorities;
I focus on things to be done by priorities.

[ play the piano!

I bless with my talents!

My toilets all sparkle!

My checkbooks all balance!

Each week every child gets a one-on-one
date;
I attend all my meetings (on time! Never
late!)

I’'m taking a class on the teachings of Paul,

But that is not all! Oh, no. Thatisnot all ...

I track my bad habits ‘til each is abolished;
Our t-shirts are ironed!
My toenails are polished!

Our family home evenings are always
delightful;

The lessons I give are both fun and
insightful.

I do genealogy faithfully, too.
It’s easy to do all the things that I do!

I rise each day early, refreshed and awake;
I know all the names of each youth in my
stake!

I read to my children!

I help all my neighbors!

I bless the community, too, with my labors.

I exercise and I cook menus gourmet;
My visiting teaching is done the first day!

(I also go do it for someone who missed
hers.

It’s the least I can do for my cherished ward
sisters.)

I chart resolutions and check off each goal;
I seek each “lost lamb” on my Primary roll.

I can home-grown produce each summer
and fall.
But that is not all! Oh, no. Thatis notall ...

I write in my journal!

I sing in the choir!

Each day, I write “thank you’s” to those I
admire.

My sons were all Eagles when they were
fourteen!

My kids get straight A’s!

And their bedrooms are clean!

I have a home business to help make some
money;

I always look beautifully groomed for my
honey.



I go to the temple at least once a week;
I change the car’s tires!
I fix the sink’s leak!

I grind my own wheat and I bake all our
bread;

I have all our meals planned out six months
ahead.

I make sure I rotate our two-years’ supply;
My shopping for Christmas is done by July!

These things are not hard;

It’s good if you do them;

You can if you try!

Just set goals and pursue them!

It’s easy to do all the things that [ do!
If you plan and work smart, you can do them
all, too!

It’s easy!” she said ...

... and then she dropped dead.



Additional Resources in American Religious History

Online Resources

1. Religion and the Founding of the American Republic (Library of Congress):
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/religion.html

2. Divining America:
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/divam.htm

3. Docsouth:
http://docsouth.unc.edw/

4. Map Gallery of Religion in the U.S.
http://www.valpo.edu/geomet/geo/courses/ge0200/religion. html

5. Glenmary Research Center:
http://www.glenmary.org/grc/default. htm

6. The African American Odyssey (Library of Congress):
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html

7. Early Virginia Religious Petitions (Library of Congress):
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/petitions/

8. The Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA):
http://memory.loc.gov/ammeny/collections/petitions/

9. Framework for Teaching Religion in U.S. History (Indiana Humanities Council):

http://www.indianahumanities.org/framework.html

Document 15



Films

Use the finding source at UNC’s Media Resources Library. All you need to do is select
“religious studies” as the genre and you’ll find a long list of movie titles with descriptions:

http://www.lib.unc.edu/house/mrc/index.html

1. Mainstream Hollywood

Agnes of God (Jewison, 1985)

The Apostle (Duvall, 1998)

Barabbas (Fleischer, 1962)

The Believers (Schlesinger, 1987)
Beloved (Demme, 1998)

The Bells of St. Mary’s (McCarey, 1945)
The Bishop’s Wife (Koster, 1947)

The Bitter Tea of General Yen (Capra,
1933)

Brigham Young: Frontiersman (Hathaway,
1940)

The Chosen (Kagan, 1981)

The Crucible (Hytner, 1996)

Crossing Delancey (Micklin Silver, 1988)
Daughters of the Dust (Dash, 1993)
Elmer Gantry (Brooks, 1960)
Gentleman’s Agreement (Kazan, 1947)
Going My Way (McCarey, 1944)

The Green Pastures (Connelly / Keighley,
1936)

Hallelujah (Vidor, 1929)

Heaven (Keaton, 1987)

Hester Street (Micklin Silver, 1975)
Household Saints (Savoca, 1993)
Inherit the Wind (Kramer, 1956)
Intolerance (Griffith, 1916)

Joan of Arc (Fleming, 1949)
Kundun (Scorcese, 1997)

Lilies of the Field (Nelson, 1963)
Little Buddha (Bertolucci, 1993)
Leap of Faith (Pearce, 1992)

The Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima (Brahm,
1952)

The Mission (Joffe, 1986)

The Nun’s Story (Zinnemann, 1959)
Oh God! (Reiner, 1977)

The Rapture (Tolkin, 1991)
Regeneration (Walsh, 1915)

The Robe (Koster, 1953)

The Scarlet Letter (Sjostrom, 1926)
The Scarlet Letter (Joffe, 1995)

Seven Years in Tibet (Annaud, 1997)



A Stranger Among Us (Lumet, 1992)
Thief of Badgad (Walsh, 1924)

Ticket to Heaven (Thomas, 1981)

Wise Blood (Huston, 1979)

Witness (Weir, 1985)

Yentl (Streisand, 1983)

2. Documentary

Crusade: The Life of Billy Graham (1993)
Five Pillars of Islam (1994)

Get the Fire! Young Mormon Missionaries
Abroad (2002)

Here am 1, send me: the journey of Jonathan
Daniels (2000)

The Jolo Serpent Handlers (1977)
Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory (1992)
Postville: When Cultures Collide (2000)

Yidl in the Middle: Growing Up Jewish in
Iowa (1999)






